The ‘Stans

Aims:  To locate the 4 ‘stans countries


To identify key facts about the countries


To brainstorm what makes a good piece of travel writing


To produce an article that raises awareness about the positive 

features of Kazakhstan

Practical Outcomes:  Raise students’ awareness of little known countries

Identify the features of good travel writing




  Students produce a piece of travel writing




  Students are challenged by the picture of the Aral 

Sea – see the dramatic affects of human action on physical landscape

Key Words:  Asia



Persuasive writing



Irrigation

Lesson Content:  All resources are available on powerpoint slides to be used through a projector/printed off and used as visual aids.  Not all activities need to be used.

Starter:  Students use their atlases to locate the 4 ‘stan countries (Note:  check that atlases are up-to-date enough to use!)  Students use the information in their atlases to describe features of these countries.  It is likely that the students have very little prior information about these countries and there should be a discussion about why we know so little about them.  NB – it is worth checking whether any students come from these countries because they could be a valuable resource in the lesson!

Class discussion about Ali G/Borat – age dependent!  Note:  Sacha Baron Cohen who plays Ali G/Borat has a film out called “Borat:Cultural Learnings of America for Make Benefit Glorious Nation of Kazakhstan” which while maybe rather contentious will certainly raise the profile of Kazakhstan!

Compare the perception with the reality.  Read through the Telegraph Travel article and then talk through the key facts annotations around the map of the area.

Explain the main focus of the lesson – to produce a piece of travel writing to encourage people to visit Kazakhstan for themselves.  Brainstorm what should be included in travel writing.  Explain the background to the DVD (Euan McGregor is travelling around the world with his friend Charlie on a motorbike and part of the trip is through Kazakhstan).  A reminder about what students should note down.

Students work individually on their travel writing using top tips to help them.

Plenary – show students the picture of the Aral Sea, Kazakhstan/Uzbekistan (refer back to map at the start of the lesson) and ask them a series of questions.

· What can you see in the picture?

· Why is this picture surprising?

· How do you think this situation happened?

· Who do you think has been affected?

· What do you think should be done about this situation?

Use the information provided about the Aral Sea to develop the students thoughts.

Aral Sea info

The Aral Sea was the 4th largest lake in the world.  2 rivers, the Amu Darya and the Syr Darya, flowed into its slightly salty waters.  But during the 1960s the local government tried to transform the region’s prairies into vast cotton fields.  Irrigating these croplands took a lot of water, so engineers built canals to divert the rivers.  As a result the Aral’s water level fell and at the same time, because fresh water no longer flowed into the lake, the Aral became saltier and saltier.  Little by little, the salt scattered by winds burned off the nearby vegetation and made the land more sterile.  Farming became difficult.  Fish in the huge lake could not survive, so fishermen had to abandon their trade.  The chain of catastrophe grew.  The wind even carried salt from the Aral to the mountains of Tajikistan, where it melted the snow.  Although the government had hoped to make the region wealthier through cotton production, they actually sunk it into ruin by working against nature.

