Year 8: Travel Writing Lesson!


My name is Alastair Humphreys. After spending four years cycling round the world I am now writing a book about my experiences. 


I also write magazine articles when I get the opportunity. They help earn money while I am writing my book and also help tell as many people as possible about my journey so that hopefully they will buy the book when it is finished!


Today we are going to use the short magazine article below to help us think about travel writing and then we will do some writing of our own.
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ONE MAN AND HIS BIKE

ALASTAIR HUMPHREYS PEDALS HIS
WAY AROUND THE WORLD

café in Amman. | would never have drunk tej, Ethiopian mead,

from a flask in a dim drinking den. | would never have heaved
the helm of a yacht to run down the face of an Atlantic wave along
the silver path of a full moon. | would never have camped beside
the Straits of Magellan or on the banks of the Yukon. | would never
have had my beard entombed in Siberian ice, eaten octopus in
Tokyo or sat humbled in Samarkand’s Registan. | would never have
ridden around the planet if | had not taken the hardest journey of
all: stepping out of my front door and beginning the ride.

Over the last four years | have pedalled, mostly alone, 70,000
kilometres across five continents. It has been the best of times
and the worst of times. The thrill of new experiences was
tempered by numbing boredom and loneliness. The challenge
of solo travel fought my lazy streak, which dreamt of sofas and
cappuccinos. Third-World slums terrified me, then surprised me
with gestures of welcome; | learned that everyone on earth
laughs at something funny.

Being totally fit, riding hard, albeit comfortably, over 4,500-
metre-high Andean passes, with all your worldly possessions in
a few small bags, no deadline to make and no persistent phone
demanding your attention - the vast freedom of a long adventure
and the privilege of time and space to evaluate what is and what
is not really important in life - are the things | appreciate most
from my adventure,

I never thought when | began my ride that | would actually
succeed. The essence for me was not whether | succeeded in the

l WOULD NEVER HAVE LEARNED BACKGAMMON AT A PAVEMENT

end. It was that | turned a dusty daydream into a reality and
reaped the rewards from taking time out from our hectic twenty-
first century whirlwind to smell the roses, smell the coffee, smell
the stinking industrial wastelands, smell our amazing world.

In our era of email and Chinese takeaways, we glibly say that the
world is a small place. That is nonsense: the world is €normous,
certainly too big for a single lifetime. | am fortunate that | took the
chance to see a small part of it.

With the journey done and only the memories remaining, | can
also appreciate that, as the poet TS Eliot wrote, “The end of all our
exploring is to arrive where we started, And to know the place for
the first time.”

Alastair Humphreys left England after graduating, to cycle round
the world and promote the work of Hope And Homes For Children,
a global organisation that helps orphaned and abandoned children
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Once you have read the article look at the points below. They are things that you must think about when you write your own travel story. 

Now read the article again, thinking about these important points and whether you think that they help make the article better or not.

· The first sentence is the most important. If it is not interesting the reader will be bored. Grab their interest and make them want to keep reading.

· First paragraph. You need to set the scene, giving clues about what is coming. The reader should be curious to find out more.

· Tell a story. Travel writing is telling a story just like any other writing. 

· Paragraph 2 & 3. Learning about the author and the adventure. Developing a character, to make a human being appear in the reader’s mind is important.

· What is the point of the article? What is it trying to say? The first paragraphs tell the story. The final two paragraphs explain the lessons learned on the ride.

· Does each sentence or section advance the story? If not it is a waste of space. Every single word has to count in a magazine. You might be earning 10p a word, but if a word is not useful get rid of it!

Now it is time for you to do some writing yourself! To help you, here are a few tips…

DO-

· Tell a story. It has to be interesting. Make the reader want to keep reading.

· Think about the structure. All stories have a beginning, a middle and an end. What is the point of your story? What are you trying to say?

· Grab the attention early on. Make the first paragraph exciting.

· Remember your reader may not have been to the place you are describing. You have to take them with you on your journey through clear descriptions. 

· Remember you have 5 senses. Use them! 

· Include dialogue (speech) where appropriate. 

· Show your excitement at your travels. Don’t bore your readers!

· Vary the pace. When you speak you change the volume and speed for emphasis - writing is the same.

· End the story well. Tie everything together.

· Make every word and sentence count.

DON’T-

· Use clichés. Tropical paradise, snow-capped peaks…. Yawn! BE ORIGINAL!

· Write every single thing that happened. Yawn! Be selective. Nobody cares what you had for breakfast, unless it is an important part of your story.

· Just write a long list of what you did. Yawn! Make it exciting and tell a good story.
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