America – Country of Contrasts

Aims:  To identify some of the 50 American states


To sort facts about California and Alaska


To discuss some of the conflicts that exist in Alaska


To present findings about oil exploitation/environmental protection 

in Alaska

Practical Outcomes:  Students sort facts about 2 American states

For students to understand why Alaska is an important state




  Students develop thinking skills by providing

   evidence for conflict through the interpretation of 

   a photograph




  Students summarise their findings by designing a 

  Poster

  Students peer mark posters and provide feedback
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Lesson Content:  All resources are available on powerpoint slides to be used through a projector/printed off and used as visual aids.  

A video is available to set the scene/show what Alaska is like today.

Music:  Play “California Love” by 2Pac  - a tenuous link but one that will grad students’ attention – at the start of the lesson!

Starter:  Brainstorm states 

In pairs students sort statements/maps/flags into California/Alaska – class feedback.

Explain background to Alaska – class discussion about why such a remote state is so important.

Class come up with 5 Ws questions and answers based on photograph.  Opportunity to show video clip of Alaskan environment/indigenous people to develop understanding.

As a class read through the Alaska article (variety available for differentiation) and students highlight information/make notes to answer questions.

Students work on individual posters on their choice of topic having been made aware of mark scheme.

Plenary:  Peer marking according to mark scheme and time to feedback level, WWW and EBI

